


“To Friend or Not to Friend: Who’s to Judge”

It has been six years since the publicity surrounding Mindy’s blog about Judge Ono. The incident created so much publicity that Mindy became a local hero. With a great reputation as a criminal defense lawyer and the backing of the defense bar, Mindy is encouraged to become a circuit court judge. Judge Ono is running for re-election and Mindy decides to run against him. While the public does not appreciate the significance of the events of six years earlier, the local bar finds the election electrifying. Mindy wins a close race and feels vindicated.

At the time of the election, it remains controversial among the judiciary as to whether a judge should be “friends” with lawyers on Facebook.  Mindy decides to stop accepting friends on her professional Facebook page, which she ramped up when she ran for judge.  She removes the attorneys who she had previously accepted as “friends.”

However, she is not sure what to do about her more personal “Mindy Moo” page that does not identify her explicitly. She has been using it for more than five years and it has been a great way for her to keep in touch with close friends.

Mindy thinks it over and decides to keep it since there is no obvious way for anyone to know it is her or that “Mindy Moo” is a judge. She is careful not to write anything related to her work.

However, Mindy finds it ridiculous that a judge cannot have friends on Facebook when they clearly have friends in real life. After a judicial luncheon where the topic is raised, Mindy becomes so annoyed with some of her colleagues extreme positions that she visits a Herald.com blog page where the debate is ongoing and anonymously sets forth her views.

Additionally, Mindy decides to educate the public by posting on her professional Facebook page a picture with an explanatory caption from an ongoing trial.
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